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On October 8th, 2013 the Santa Clara Plannning Commission recommended that  
the City Council of Santa Clara approve the General Plan.

“Motion to recommend approval to City Council of Santa Clara the General Plan 
as most recently revised and provide to us with the following recommendations: 1. 
Attention be given to the maps to make sure they are up to date and accurate; 2. 

Attention be given to the east/west roadway to determine the most appropriate and 
useful purpose of the roadway.”

Motion Made by: Mike Day, Seconded by: Arlynn Kemp
Voting Aye: Todd Jacobson, Marv Wilson; Adam Butterfield

Voting Nay: None
Abstained: Jeremy Call; Arlynn Kemp
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Santa Clara is one of the early pioneer communities in Southern Utah.  Farming and 
agriculture have always been one of the staples that provided the livelihood of the 
residents.  As time went on, Santa Clara became famous for its fruit stands that lined 
the tree-shaded streets through the City.  

Though the interstate freeway bypassed the valley and removed traffic from the local 
highway, residential growth continued, as Santa Clara became a bedroom community 
to St. George.  From a population of 272 residents in 1970, the City grew to 4,500 
residents in 2000 and to 6,000 in 2010, with a growth rate of 30 percent in the last 
10 years.  There is still significant land available for development in Santa Clara, both 
north and south of the Santa Clara River.  Inside the present City limits, it is projected 
that the City could grow to about 14,500 residents if the same basic pattern of 
development continues.  

There is a considerable amount of open space existing in Santa Clara that should 
remain in an open space category.  The designated floodplain along the Santa Clara 
River has been enlarged after the last two major floods, and should not be developed.  
The Lava Fields in the north-east part of the City are in almost pristine condition, and 
the majority of them should be preserved.  The Lava Flow Wash running through the 
northern part of the City should be maintained as open space and can be developed 
along with park and trail development to provide an open space experience for 
residents to enjoy.  

The area south of the Santa Clara River offers a great opportunity for diversity in 
development on nearly 1,700 acres of land.  In developing the area, there will be 
large areas of open space because of topography, protected habitats, and difficult soil 
conditions, but there will also be opportunities for a variety of types of land use.  

There is a small amount of agricultural land left in the City.  Most residents would like 
to see the agricultural land preserved.  However, there are methods that can be used 
to help owners of the land to realize the development potential of their land and still 
provide for the preservation of a portion of the agricultural land in the valley.  The 
City needs to work with the various property owners to develop more detailed plans 
for this area that will benefit both the landowners and residents who value views of 
open agricultural fields at the western gateway to the City.

The typical residential development in Santa Clara is a single-family home on a 10,000 
square foot lot.  This suburban residential character has a quality of life that should be 
maintained.  At the same time, there are other types of residential development that 
should be included in Santa Clara so that appropriate housing is available for all life 
stages and a variety of economic circumstances. 

Executive Summary



The housing element identifies how the City could diversify its housing stock without 
compromising the quality and character of the present residential development.  

Commercial and industrial development is critical to the future of the City.  
Santa Clara cannot continue to provide high quality amenities and services as only a 
residential bedroom community.  Sources of employment and an increase in the tax 
base are essential to the future sustainability of the City.  The Economic Development 
Commission is charged with creating a climate conducive to bringing economic 
development to the City.  Suggestions are made in the plan as to how some land use 
decisions can assist their efforts and how these things might be accomplished.  

One of the problems that every city faces is how to move traffic in and through 
the entire city effectively.  Particularly in the undeveloped areas of Santa Clara, it 
is important that the City take the lead in determining where major roads will be 
needed to assure connectivity to both major and minor roads.  Some cooperation with 
adjacent cities is necessary in order to provide for the needs of the local residents.  
The City should continue to participate in regional transportation planning as well as 
planning for transportation within the City limits.  

The plan describes the public services the City provides.  The City needs to assure 
that current levels of service are maintained as the City grows - by growing 
efficiently and making sure that growth mitigates its own impacts for water, 
sewer, electricity, parks, trails, cemeteries, refuse collection, and other public 
services are adequate to meet the needs of today.  Some public facilities - as 
medical facilities, air transportation, libraries, educational buildings, and various 
social services - should be provided on a regional basis.  By participating in regional 
decision-making, (Vision Dixie, St. George MPO) the City can assure that its needs are 
addressed.

Annexation to Santa Clara is limited to the South Hills, or beyond.  The plan makes a 
number of recommendations to guide future development in this area.  

Santa Clara is a jewel in Southern Utah.  It has developed as a city with high standards 
and high expectations for development.  It is entirely possible for the City to diversify 
development patterns and still maintain quality of development.  Historically, cities 
that have maintained high development standards have remained desirable places to 
live.  It is not so much what is developed as it is how it ’s developed.  By maintaining 
the high standards of the past as the City moves forward into the future, Santa Clara 
will continue to be a shining light in Southern Utah, and an example to all those 
around it.  By careful consideration of development, guiding growth, providing for the 
elements necessary for quality of life, the City will move forward into a new century 
and remain the kind of place that current and future residents will want to live and of 
which to be proud.
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